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The data provided in this report is for information purposes to allow Partnership Members to conduct their scrutiny responsibilities. Due to 
delayed reporting or recording of crimes, incidents or road accidents there may be minor amendments between the information in this 

report and the final Police Scotland statistics. The extraction date from recording systems can also differ so it would not be appropriate to 
refer to, quote or use any data in the report as official statistics. 

Data contained in this report should only be used to identify trends as figures are likely to change over time.

Scottish Borders



This document is intended to provide a summary and brief assessment of performance in the 
Scottish Borders Command Area for the Quarter 4 period of 01/04/2018 – 31/03/2019.

The report references the themes from Scottish Borders Community Planning Partnerships Local 
Outcomes Improvement Plan and the aligned priorities within the Local Policing Plan for the 
Scottish Borders, namely:-

Domestic Abuse
Road Safety
Violent Crime
Anti-Social Behaviour
Drug and Alcohol Misuse
Protecting People
Acquisitive Crime

All data is sourced from Police Scotland internal systems and is correct as of 24th April 2019.

INTRODUCTION



ACHIEVING PRIORITIES AND OUTCOMES
April 2018 –
March 2019

April 2017 –
March 2018

% Change

Number of Domestic Abuse Incidents Reported to the 
Police

1005 1082 -7.1%

Total Crimes and Offences in Domestic  Abuse Incidents 402 560 -28.2%

Detection Rate - Total Crimes and Offences in Domestic
Abuse

68.2% 68.8% -0.6%

The increase in the number of people killed and seriously injured on the roads within the Scottish
Borders is concerning given that we have seen a 33% and 18% increase respectively from last year.

Despite targeted awareness raising in the motorcycle community of the need to drive safely and within
the speed limits it is frustrating to note that of the 12 people killed 6 were motorcyclists. After full
examination of the circumstances all 6 were attributed to rider error/speed.

The pro-active work and targeted patrol matrices across the main arterial routes has not stopped and it
is worthy of note that 40 people were reported for dangerous driving, 303 were detected for speeding
and 273 for insurance offences.

The two mobile camera units operated by our camera safety partnership continue to deploy to hot-
spot areas and have without doubt provided an enhanced coverage in the Scottish Borders. Our
strategic aim is to provide increased road policing (RP) cover throughout the Scottish Borders to
influence driver behaviour and reduce road casualties.

April 2018 –
March 2019

April 2017 –
March 2018

% Change

ROAD SAFETY

Fatal 12 9 + 33%

Serious 71 60 + 18.3%

Slight 174 201 - 13.4%

KSI 83 69 + 20.3%

The number of Domestic Abuse incidents reported to Police has decreased 7.1%. Of the 1005 incidents
reported 402 or 36.3% met the evidential threshold of being recorded as a crime. Of this number
68.2% were detected, which is in keeping with detection rates for last year. This reduction in reported
Domestic Abuse incidents may reflect positively on the work being carried out by Police and partner
agencies but I also take cognisance of the well-publicised fact that domestic violence is less reported to
Police than most.

That said there are strong pathways in place within the Scottish Borders which allows victims to report
such incidents and I am confident that our work to tackle not only the perpetrators but our support of
the victims through the MARAC and MATAC process has contributed to this decrease. Our pro-active
work also ensured that 100% of all domestic abuse initial bail checks were conducted within the
prescribed timeframe.

We have also increased our use of the Scottish Borders Police Facebook and Twitter accounts to
highlight Domestic Abuse as a crime and provide details on how to report it.

Group 2 (Sexual crimes) crime overall has reduced to 188 incidents compared to 201 last year.

Domestic Abuse

Road Safety



ACHIEVING PRIORITIES AND OUTCOMES

There has been an increase of 37% in recorded crimes of violence which equates to 29 more crimes
from the previous year. The detection rate has increased 3% to 78% from last year. Serious assaults
have increased 15% with 61 recorded compared to 53 last year with a detection rate of 80% which is
up 2%. There were 10 reported crimes of robbery compared to 9 last year with a detection rate of
60%. In addition there was a 100% reduction in the number of murders with none reported compared
to 3 the previous year.

Licensed premises checks, focusing on early intervention, preventing violence and disorder, where 159
licensed premises visits were carried out. Promoting ‘Ask for Angela’ campaign through education
within licensed premises. This is a campaign run by Rape Crisis Scotland and allows customers who
could be feeling threatened or unsafe after meeting someone, to get help by approaching the bar and
“Asking to speak to Angela”.

Finally, the Community Action Team regularly carry out reassurance patrols in the Scottish Borders
community in the aftermath of any violence and disorder.

There has been a slight increase in the number of Anti-Social Behaviour (ASB) incidents with 5740 being
reported compared to 5683 last year.

ASB remains a priority for police in the Scottish Borders, and we are currently reviewing our plans
around the numerous events that take place over the summer to ensure that our response is
proportionate. The majority of this work is carried out by our dedicated Community Beat Officers with
support from the Community Action Team through engagement, patrolling and enforcement, targeting
ASB caused by youths.

After a successful trial, re deployable “CCTV” cameras are being deployed to assist with tackling ASB
and crime.

The Youth Community Officers continue to work in partnership to deter youth ASB focussing this
quarter on issues that arise during the holidays.

April 2018 –
March 2019

April 2017 –
March 2018

% Change

VIOLENT CRIME

Serious Assault 61 53 + 15.1%

Serious Assault Detection Rate 80.3% 77.4% + 2.9%

April 2018 –
March 2019

April 2017 –
March 2018

% Change

ANTISOCIAL BEHAVIOUR

Antisocial Behaviour Incidents 5740 5683 + 1.0%

Violent Crime

Antisocial Behaviour



ACHIEVING PRIORITIES AND OUTCOMES

A proactive and intelligence led approach by the Scottish Borders Community Action Team has seen a
45.8% rise in detections for drug related offences, a significant increase compared to previous year.

In relation to alcohol misuse we continue to work with our partners to carry out regular licensed
premises checks engaging with staff to ensure compliance with licensing regulations. 159 licensed
premises checks were conducted. All licenced premises visited with information and examples of
fraudulent identification to enable staff to detect and deal with these documents. We have worked
collaboratively with the licensing forum and SBC in regards to gathering evidence for the possible
implementation of alcohol byelaws in the Scottish Borders.

The national Crimestoppers County Lines and Cuckooing (drug supply) campaign input was delivered to
all RSL’s and the SBC private landlord liaison.

We continue to work with the local authority to task the Community Action Team with regard to drug
related issues, assisting in the execution of drugs warrants. There has been a significant increase in
drug enforcement over the last quarter with the Community Action Team taking a leading role in this
regard.

The increase in the number of missing persons highlights the impact that these resource intensive
incidents place upon police. The majority of these reported had a vulnerability of some sort.
Approximately half of these persons are children/looked after accommodated children under the age
of 18.

Police continue to host multi-agency discussions at 17 Vulnerable Young Persons meetings, 40 Child
Protection Case Conferences, 30 Adult Protection Case Conferences and through 31 Adult Protection
Inter Agency Referrals in order to protect both children and adults at risk of significant harm.
Information sharing is a key part of this process.

A leaflet has been created in conjunction with the members of the Multi Agency Contest Group,
designed to provide parents with information on how to protect their child from extremism, this leaflet
will be shared with Education and posted on the SBC website.

The National Missing Person Application commenced in March, an invaluable tool for operational
officers when dealing with protracted missing person enquiries.

Police Scotland Social Media has been used to support the National Child Sexual Exploitation campaign
on both Facebook and Twitter.

April 2018 –
March 2019

April 2017 –
March 2018

% Change

DRUG AND ALCOHOL MISUSE

Number of detections for drugs supply, drugs 
production, drugs cultivation

86 59 + 45.8%

April 2018 –
March 2019

April 2017 –
March 2018

% Change

PROTECTING PEOPLE

Missing Persons – Total Incidents 707 582 + 21.5%

Drugs and Alcohol Misuse

Protecting People



ACHIEVING PRIORITIES AND OUTCOMES

Housebreakings increased slightly to 256 reports compared to 236 last year with a detection rate of
21.9%. Ultimately the vast majority of detections for housebreakings are dependent upon a positive
result from any forensic evidence gleaned from the scene. By its very nature forensic science
sometimes requires a greater detail of evidence than that which can be obtained from minimal contact
with surfaces by those responsible who are wearing gloves.

We have worked with our colleagues in Northumbria to target persons responsible who are crossing
the Border to steal from rural farms and dwellings and this work continues.

Work continues with our partners to ensure that the residents of the Scottish Borders are protected
against Bogus Callers, Frauds and Scams which are becoming more and more technical and are aimed
at the most vulnerable in our community.

The bogus caller victimisation prevention scheme identified vulnerable victims to be visited by
Community officers with scam prevention packs and referrals to Trading standards where appropriate.

April 2018 –
March 2019

April 2017 –
March 2018

% Change

ACQUISITIVE CRIME

Theft by Housebreaking (including 
attempts)

256 236 + 8.5%

Detection Rate – Theft by 
Housebreaking (including attempts)

21.9% 24.6% - 2.7%

Acquisitive Crime



PREVENTION & ACTIVITY HIGHLIGHTS

Highlights of Events, Operations & Activity from 1st January – 31st

March 2019

During Q4 the CAT has:

Conducted 81 targeted foot patrols in the identified areas of concern. On patrol, officers have engaged
with residents to gain a better understanding of the problems in their areas.

162 Mobile patrols are regularly carried out throughout the Borders by the CAT. Some of these patrols
are intelligence led in relation to disrupting drugs supply or responding to information received
regarding vehicles being driven by disqualified or uninsured drivers. The CAT also uses these patrols to
cover more rural areas which have been subject to crime such as Quad bike and other agricultural
machinery thefts. As a result of these patrols officers have made a number of drugs recoveries and
issued traffic tickets and reported offenders.

20 static road checks on many of our arterial routes. The visibility of Police conducting these types of
checks has a positive effect on road safety with speed guns often being used to monitor speeds in the
smaller towns and villages. Over the last three months the CAT has worked closely with Roads Policing
colleagues in carrying out some of these static road checks.

7 Road Traffic Fixed penalties have been issued. A lot of work has been done with young drivers in the
Borders to increase their understanding of how their driving behaviours can have a negative impact on
their local communities and when required, enforcement action has been taken.

252 Parking tickets have been issued across all borders towns.

45 Drugs stop and searches have been carried out, 33.3% of these searches were positive. 8 house
searches were carried out, 80% of these were positive.

Road Safety

The award-winning Drivewise programme recently introduced an older drivers’ practical event to raise
awareness of vehicle safety features and road safety techniques.

Other prevention activity has included:

Police Scotland Youth Volunteers (PSYV) delivering cycle-safety demonstrations in areas where local
youths were displaying unsafe road sense.

Officers from the mounted branch in conjunction with Roads Policing have carried out "Lose the
Blinkers" operations in the Kelso area. Where a Police horse and rider go undercover and stop and
educate drivers on how to pass the horses safely on busy roads.

Operation "Close Pass" which people may have seen advertised on STV is continually running. This is
similar to "Lose the Blinkers", where an undercover police pedal cyclist is deployed with Roads Policing
officers to stop and educate drivers on how to pass the cyclists safely on busy roads.



I acknowledge the rise in violent crime and this will be my priority moving forward. To tackle this
increase, the division has introduced Operation Parejos, which has a focus on violent crimes in our
communities.

We have revised our night time dispersal plans to reduce alcohol related violence, especially in Kelso,
Hawick and Galashiels and for 2019/2020 refreshed our violence plans both locally and divisionally. In
addition we are reviewing outstanding crimes and warrants with a focus on targeting violent offenders
as a priority.

The Council Funded Community Action Team will also be at the spearhead of the Anti-Violence 
campaign by:

• Targeting nominals currently subject of live warrants linked to all violent offending, prioritising 
Group 1.

• Significantly increasing police activity, visibility and proactivity at key times in hotspot locations or 
problem areas

• Increasing number of licensed premises visits to ensure compliance with liquor laws and provide 
visible presence

I will report on what progress has been made on violent crime in my next report.

In Conclusion


